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NEXUS 


Bob Becker, Bill Cahn, Russell Hartenberger, Garry Kvistad 
with 

Sepideh Raissadat, vocalist 


PROGRAM 


Dance of the Octopus Red Norvo 

arr. for solo marimba by Bob Becker 

The Marimba One played by Bob Becker Is a generous gift of Carolyn Lake. 


Mallet Phase 


Steve Reich 

arr. by Garry Kvistad 


Moondog Suite 


1. Viking 1 (arr. Tosoff/Hartenberger) 

2. Snakebite Rattle 

3. In Vienna 

4. Wind River Powwow 

5. Pastoral 

6. I'm This, I’m That 


I’m This, I'm That; I'm Sharp, I’m Flat 

I’m Young, I'm Old; I’m Hot, I’m Cold 

I'm Right, I’m Wrong; I’m Weak, I'm Strong 

I’m High, I'm Low; I’m Fast, I’m Slow 

I’m Here, I’m There; I’m Foul, I’m Fair 

I’m Bold, I’m Shy; I’m Wet, I’m Dry 

I'm Good, I’ Bad; I'm Gay, I’m Sad 

I’m Lost, I’m Found; I’m Free, I'm Bound 

I'm Best, I'm Worst; I'm Blessed, I'm Cursed 

I’m False, I’m True; I’m I, I’m You 


Louis Hardin aka Moondog 

arr. R. Hartenberger 


INTERMISSION 




Reza Ghassemi 

arr. R. Hartenberger 


2. Vajd; Ta Dami Bissayam 
(Ecstasy; A Moment of Ease) 

3. Vocal and Setar 

4. Eishe Modam 
(Endless Bliss) 

5. Setar 

6. S elselehye Mooye Doost 
(Locks of the Beloved's Hair) 

7. Vocal and Setar 

8. Az In Marg Matarsid; Bouye Sharab 
(Be Not Afraid of Death; Scent of Wine) 


Persian Songs 

1. Madadl Ke Chasme Mastat 

(A Cup of Wine to My Rescue - from your intoxicating glance) 


Nexus wishes to acknowledge the generous support of the Canada Council for the Arts. 
Nexus is sponsored by Adams Musical Instruments and Pearl Drums. 


PROGRAM NOTES 


Dance of the Octopus 

Dance of the Octopus was originally 
published in 1935 by Robbins Music 
Corp. for xylophone (or marimba) with 
piano accompaniment. It was recorded 
in November, 1933 on Brunswick by Red 
Norvo, marimba; Benny Goodman, bass 
clarinet; Dick McDonough, guitar; and Artie 
Bernstein, bass. The flip side of the disc 
is Bix Beiderbeck’s In a Mist (published 
1927). Dance of the Octopus shares many 
harmonic and stylistic elements with 
Beiderbeck's classic, and may have been 
composed around the same time. Bob 
Becker’s arrangement for solo marimba or 
xylophone was made in 2009. 


Mallet Phase 

Mallet Phase is a re-orchestration of Steve 
Reich's Piano Phase using instruments 
designed by Garry Kvistad. The first section 
of the piece is on wooden bars (tuned 2 x 
4s patterned after the amadinda xylophone 
from Uganda) made from cherry wood; the 
second section is on tuned thick-walied 
aluminum tubes (similar to wind chime 
tubes); and the third section is on tuned slap 
tubes, cylinders of PVC pipe that are placed 
vertically and struck on the top opening with 
foam paddles. All three of the instruments 
are tuned in just intonation. 



Moondog Suite 

Louis Hardin, aka Moondog (1916-1999), 
was a blind, eccentric composer who 
became known as “The Viking of 6th 
Avenue” because of the Viking outfit he 
wore while he stood on the corner of 53rd 
Street and 6th Avenue in New York City 
talking to passersby about his music, poetry, 
and philosophy. Moondog was befriended 
by conductor Arthur Rodzinski who invited 
him to attend rehearsals of the New York 
Philharmonic in Carnegie Hall. Moondog 
was also friends with Philip Glass and 
Steve Reich and is sometimes credited with 
having some influence on the minimalist 
music movement. His compositions are 
tonal, rhythmic, often percussive, and make 
frequent use of canons. 

BIOGRAPHIES 

to have been the first Western percussion 
group to perform in the People's Republic of 
China. They have also enjoyed participating 
at international music festivals such as 
the Adelaide, Holland, Budapest Spring, 
Singapore Arts, Tanglewood, Ravinia, and 
Blossom Music Festivals, as well as the BBC 
Proms in London, Music Today and Music 
Joy festivals in Tokyo, and many World Drum 
Festivals. NEXUS is the recipient of the Banff 
Centre for the Arts National Award and the 
Toronto Arts Award. NEXUS was inducted 
into the Percussive Arts Society Hall of Fame 
in 1999, just before celebrating their 30th 
anniversary season. 

Especially renowned for their 
improvisational skills, NEXUS was called 
upon to create the musical score for the 
National Film Board’s Inside Time, which 
won the 2008 Yorkton Golden Sheaf award 
for best social/political documentary 
and the 2008 Robert Brooks award for 
cinematography. TV and radio broadcasters 
such as the CBS TV, PBS, and CBC have 
regularly featured this leading percussion 
ensemble. NEXUS also created the chilling 
score for the Academy Award-winning 
feature-length documentary The Man Who 
Skied Down Everest. NEXUS’ list of high- 


The first, entirely 
improvised 
NEXUS concert 
in 1971 marked 
the formation 
of a group that 
would touch and 
entertain people of all levels of musical 
learning, in all genres of percussion music. 
Bob Becker, Bill Cahn, Russell Hartenberger 
and Garry Kvistad are virtuosos alone, and 
bring elements of their knowledge and 
character to a distinct and powerful whole. 
They stand out in the contemporary music 
scene for the innovation and diversity of 
their programs, their impressive history 
of collaborations and commissions, their 
revival of 1920’s novelty ragtime xylophone 
music, and their influential improvisatory 
ideas. 

NEXUS’ firm commitment to music 
education and a steady output of quality CD 
recordings and compositions by its members 
continues to enhance the role of percussion 
in the 21st century. NEXUS' music, with its 
widespread appeal, has taken the group on 
tours of Australia, New Zealand, Asia, Brazil, 
Scandinavia, Europe, and regularly to the 
United States and Canada. NEXUS is proud 



Persian Songs 

These Persian Songs are arrangements of 
compositions by Reza Ghassemi, a well- 
known Iranian novelist, theatre director, 
and musician who now lives in Paris. The 
compositions were originally written for the 
Moshtaq Ensemble and recorded by Sepideh 
Raissadat and the ensemble on a CD titled 
“14 Cheerful Pieces.” Sepideh is a Persian 
classical singer and instrumentalist who 
was the first female vocalist to have a solo 
public performance in Iran after the 1979 
revolution. She is currently a Ph.D. student in 
ethnomusicology at the University of Toronto. 



profile collaborations includes Steve Reich, 
the Kronos Quartet, the Canadian Brass, and 
clarinetist Richard Stoltzman. 

Toru Takemitsu, a great friend to NEXUS, 
composed one of their signature pieces, 

From me flows what you call Time.... This 
work, written with each NEXUS member’s 
personality in mind, was premiered for 
Carnegie Hall's centennial celebration 
in 1990 with Seiji Ozawa conducting the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra (recorded on 
Sony with the Pacific Symphony). In 2005, 
Pulitzer Prize winning composer Ellen Taaffe 
Zwilich composed Rituals for NEXUS and 
Chamber Orchestra. New Music Box calls it 
“one of Zwilich's most exciting compositions 
to date...[a] blockbuster piece!” The 
recording features NEXUS and the IRIS 
Orchestra. 

Among notable NEXUS events have 
been their 2007/08 performances at the 
Ojai Festival in California that reviewer 
Charles Donelan called “thrilling” and 
said would “certainly stand as one of the 
most memorable of 2007 in any venue, 
anywhere”, and the L.A. Times music critic 
commented, “Ojai felt, for that hour, like holy 
ground.” In 2008/09 NEXUS premiered two 
new commissioned works from Juilliard's 
Eric Ewazen, and from marimba virtuoso 
Gordon Stout. A solo CD entitled Wings 
was also released in 2009. The group’s 
previous solo CD was the Juno-nominated 
Drumtalker. NEXUS launched their 40th 
season with the premiere of the new co¬ 
commissioned Steve Reich Mallet Quartet 
in 2010, followed by 2011 sell-outs at the 
Minnesota Beethoven Festival and in Japan, 
and critically acclaimed concerts with 
the Syracuse NY and Austin TX symphony 
orchestras. Following their featured 
appearance on the Canadian Brass's best¬ 
selling CD Stars and Stripes - A Tribute to the 
USA the two ensembles appeared together 
in concert in upstate New York in July 
2011. In 2012 NEXUS toured to California, 
Arkansas, Georgia and Ohio, appeared at 
Percussion Rochester, and performed the 
Reich Mallet Quartet for Soundstreams’ 30th 
anniversary. In Fall 2012 NEXUS honoured 
John Cage's 100th Anniversary at Bard 


College's Fisher Center in New York with 
an unusual performance and recording of 
Cage’s once-lost 1942 radio play The City 
Wears A Slouch Hat in collaboration with 
renowned film maker Mikel Rouse. NEXUS 
realized the percussion and sound effects 
score which involved live actors, the film 
and the NEXUS performance featuring new 
instruments created by NEXUS for the event. 
Spring 2013 finds NEXUS performing with 
the Eastman Wind Ensemble in Toronto, 
and with the Rochester Philharmonic in 
Rochester NY. NEXUS wishes to thank Pearl/ 
Adams, The Canada Council for the Arts, and 
the Ontario Arts Council for their ongoing 
support. This year the OAC is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary, and we thank them 
for supporting NEXUS for a large number of 
those years!! 

As a Persian 
classical vocalist 
and musician, 
Sepideh Raissadat 
began her recording 
career at the age of 
18 with an album 
with Master Parviz Meshkatian (Konj-e 
Saburi, 1999). She was the first female 
vocalist to have a solo public performance 
in Iran after the 1979 revolution (Niavaran 
concert hall, 1999). 

As a child, she began studying Persian 
classical music with the famous Iranian Diva 
Parissa and later with renowned masters 
Parviz Meshkatian and Mohammad-Reza 
Lotfi. Sepideh obtained a B.A. degree in 
painting in Iran and holds a B.Mus degree 
from the University of Bologna and an MA 
in Ethnomusicology from the University of 
Toronto. 

Sepideh has had numerous 
performances in Europe and North America 
and has garnered many invitations by 
prestigious institutions, including UNESCO, 
the Vatican and international media such as 
BBC and RAI. 

She is currently continuing her doctoral 
studies in Ethnomusicology at the University 
of Toronto. 






PLEASE SUPPORT CHAMBER MUSIC 
AT THE FACULTY OF MUSIC 

This evening’s program would not be possible without the generous support of 
donors to the Faculty of Music. The Chamber Music Program is thriving with 
exciting work happening on stage and in the classroom. For the stage, we have 
appearances on the Monday Evening Concert Series by both Ensembles in 
Residence and Visiting Artists. In the classroom, in addition to their regularly 
scheduled lessons and coachings, our students have the opportunity to work with 
our visitors in master classes and private coaching sessions. 

We need your help - it is our hope that we can continue to present a variety of 
chamber ensembles and subsequently provide the opportunity for our students 
to work with these acclaimed musicians. 

Opportunities exist for individuals to sponsor a visiting ensemble, an ensemble 
in residence, a master class, a concert or a series of concerts. Your tax 
receiptable gift will help to build and enhance the Chamber Music program. 


To learn more about supporting Chamber Music at U of T please contact Bruce 
Blandford at 416-946-3145 or bruce.blandford@utoronto.ca. 




Thank you for your support! 

The Faculty of Music gratefully acknowledges the generosity of the individuals, foundations, associations and 
corporations who gave annual gifts of $1,000 or more between March 1,2013 to September 1,2014, 
in support of our students and programs. Thank you for the part you are playing in advancing 
the cause of music education in Canada. 


Mark Abbott 
Lillias Cringan Allward 
Raymond C. K. Ang 
Hilary J. Apfelstadt*# 
ARIAS: Canadian Opera 
Student Development 
Fund 

Neville H. Austin* 

Gregory James Aziz 
John and Claudine Bailey 
Lee Bartel# and Linda 
Cameron 
Florence Barwell 
David Beach 
John Beckwith* and 
Kathleen McMorrow 
Christie Bentham 
Bruce Blandford# and Ron 
Atkinson 
Jean Bohne 

Walter M. Bowen and Lisa 
Balfour Bowen 
David G. Broad hurst 
Ruth Budd 
Howard Cable 
Melissa Campbell 
Glenn H. Carter 
Larry W. Chambers 
Frederick H. K. Chapman* 
Caryl Clark# 

Earlaine Collins 
George and Sheila Connell 
Marilyn E. Cook 
Ninalee Craig 
Denny Creighton and Kris 
Vikmanis 
Neil Crory 
Vreni and Marc 
Ducommun 
The estate of J. Bruce 
Duncan* 

Gerard Dunnhaupt 
Robin Elliott*# 

Brigid Elson 

Gladys and Lloyd Fogler 
Gordon Foote# 

William F. Francis 
Mary Craig Gardner 


Anne E. Gibson 
Susan C. Girard 
Merle H Gobin-Valadez 
Al and Malka Green 
Morton Greenberg 
Nancy E. Hardy* 

Ethel Harris 

J. Russell Hartenberger# 
The William and Nona 
Heaslip Foundation 
Jerry Heffernan 
Hellenic Heritage 
Foundation 
PaulT. H el Iyer 
Dianne W. Henderson 
Harcus C. Hennigar*# 

The estate of Leonore V. 

Hetherington 
The estate of John A. 

Hethrington 
J. Hobbs 

Richard and Donna 
Holbrook 
Alan Horne 
Jo-Anne Hunt 
Michael and Linda 
Hutcheon 

Investors Group Matching 
Gift Program 
Jackman Foundation 
The estate of Ethel Berney 
Jackson 
JAZZ.FM91 

The Norman and Margaret 
Jewison Charitable 
Foundation 

Howard and Karen Kaplan 
Marcia and Paul Kavanagh 
Keith Foundation 
William and Hiroko Keith 
Arthur Kennedy 
Hans Kluge 
Ingeborg Koch 
Murray and Marvelle 
Koffler 

Midori Koga# 

Kevin Komisaruk# and 
Jeffrey Steele 


Patricia Kraemer 
Victor Kurdyak 
Daniel Kushner 
Carolyn Lake 
Leslie and Jo Lander 
Megan Lau 
John B. Lawson 
Jim Lewis# 

Patrick Li* 

V. Lobodowsky 
Grace Loci lento 
Long & McQuade Musical 
Instruments 
Lorna MacDonald# 

Gillian MacKay# 

Bobby and Gordon 
MacNeill 

Donald R. McLean*# and 
Diane M. Martello 
Angela McPeek 
Don Melady and Rowley 
Mossop 

Miller Khoshkish 
Foundation 
Roger D. Moore 
Ruth Morawetz 
Mary Morrison 
Sue Mortimer 
Sylvia Mureddu 
Mike Murley# 

The Nandan Fund 
Paul and Nancy Nickle 
Wendy Nielsen# 

Phillip Nimmons# 

James Norcop 
Cristina Oke 

Ken Page Memorial Trust 
James E. K. Parker# 

Mary Ann Parker# 
Annalee Patipatanakoon# 
Steven Philcox# 

Brett A. Polegato* 

Terry Promane# 

Paul E. Read* 

Jeffrey Reynolds# 

Robert Rienzo 
Rodney and Evette 
Roberts 


Shauna Rolston# and 
Andrew Shaw 
John Rothgeb 
Angela Rudden 
The Ryckman Trust 
F. Raymond Salemme 
Chase Sanborn# 

Elvino Sauro 

Longinia Sauro 

Ezra and Ann Schabas 

June Shaw 

Terry Sheard 

Stephen and Jane Smith 

David Smukler 

The Sound Post 

John C. and Ellen Spears 

Darrell Steele* 

Patricia and David Stone 
The Stratton Trust 
Janet Stubbs* 

Barbara and John 
Sutherland 
Ann D. Sutton 
Brian Tanner 
Ian and Kath Taylor 
LisaTeskey 

Richard lorwethThorman 
RikiTurofsky* and Charles 
Petersen 
Catherine Ukas 
Sandra K. Upjohn 
M Pamela Vanneste* 
William and Phyllis Waters 
Ruth Watts-Gransden 
Daniel G. Weinzweig 
Jon Whitehead 
Women's Art Association 
ofCanada 

Women's Musical Club of 
Toronto Foundation 
Lydia Wong*# 

Marina Yoshida 
4 friends of the Faculty of 
Music 

*Faculty of Music alumnus 
#Faculty of Music faculty 
or staff member 


For information on giving opportunities at the Faculty of Music please contact Bruce Blandford at 416-946-3145 
or make a gift online at https://donate.utoronto.ca/music 



The Faculty of Music is a member of Bloor St. Culture Corridor 

www.bloorstculturecorridor.com 


BLOOR ST. 
CULTURE 
CORRIDOR 



